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by increases in reading •^bie««ent. Ho pattern of 
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iMplications of these ^"f"9!£^l|0f|Bteem should be incorporated 
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Abstract 

The directionality of the rBlationship between sel£*^ateem 
and rsEding aolievement was Mvestigatad* Thm Coopersmith Sftlf-^ 
Estetm lOTento^ SRA Aehlevement Serits stibscaLee were ad- 
miJidstared longitmdiiirily to 286 fourth through eight grade 
students* Sex and age variables ware etatiatieally oontrollsd 
and modified cross'^lagged pmel analyses were performed on ttoee- 
wave, two^ariable data* It waa diselosed that self esteem is pre- 
dominant oyer reading oomprehension oo^rously ^d unidu'eotionally* 
It was indicated that inareases in self-^.steem are followed by increases 
ii% reading aQmprehansion achievement, and daereases m salf*^stsem 
are followed by decreases in reading comprehension achlevament* No 
pattern of predorainanca was reveriad sdjigularly between .self-asteem 
and vocabula^^ aGhiavement, or between self-esteem m\d spallJjig 
achievement. 



Salf-Esteem and Eeadii^ Achi^Yemnt 



The role of self-eDnoept 3ji aGadamia achieYemert has reeaived 
volumijious support from rasearch (Watter&erg & OUSioTd^ 1964; 
Coopersmith, 1967| tenderion & Loiig, im)# It Im a^ioatsd by 
evidenae aaerued from recent researGh that students' faiiur^i in 
basic stibjectsi as wall as the misdirected ffiotirotlon and lack of 
commitment chai'^acteristic of tte uMarachievei', the dPOp-oiit| and 
the soeially disabled, are ralated d^ectly to differenD#s in per^ 
ceptions of ti^mBelYes end the world rather tMn to differencas in 
basie capacity (Purtoy, 1970) « 

Coleman (1966)^ in the Imdimrk study ^;g^,i^^'^,Y 9f ^f^^c^^^onal 
Qpp9];^\yi3,ty iJi Americ^^^ found that students* self^-conoapt is among 
the three atbitudtoai variables that e3q>lain more of aohievement 
variance than do my other set of ftonintelXectiYS variablas iji the 
survey. Ifhereas it is appareiit from thi^ and related literature on 
the subject tlmt self concept is related to acadefflic achievement | 
it is importaiit to note that them is a lack of dafinitive resewch 
relevant to tte dli*ectiDnality of the relmtionship betTOen these 
variables* Does self^oncept wlg'h more heavily upon academic 
achleveiaent, or does academic achieveMnt bear graater prevalence 
upon self^^oncept?^ 

Hany researchers have sougW? to attribute eausality to the re-* 
lationship betTOen salf*-conQspt and acadiemic achieveinent* Baaed upon 
the eridence accrued^ l^wever, this eonelusiori appals unTOWanted* 
Calsjm (1973) attempted to ui^aval the patteim of causal predomlnanca 
betwen geMral self'^conceptf acadeEaAc salf«concept ^ locus of eontrolj 
and school acMevemeitt* Usi^ a research design comon to the om 
©Delayed iJi the presant studyi f ow aets of panel data from separate 
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resa^ch projects were resnriyaed id.th the erosB-l»£ged p^ei correlation 
teatoiqut (Ompb^llt l?63l Pelg & jtadrawsi 1964) • Academic grade poii* 
maTBgB was tomid to ba thm Sjida^ndent variable and sslf-^concspt of 
acfeool ability was foiii^ to be ths dapandest v^iable, Tim InjCerenca 
of caiisallty aa deduced in Criayn (1573) study may not be unequivocal 
because tlm pQssibaiity exista that an interverung Tariablei tha praaanca 
of which remains to be identif lad, is ralatad causally to one or both of 
tha aforar^ntioned v^iablea (Sweat & Estes, 1977)* Henca, the relation- 
ship between salf-concapt and academic achieveroent can be concaptualizad 
mora appropriately as dixeotional in natvu^e. 

There ramaJjio mch specid^ation as to the pattern of predominanca 
between self-concept and aca^min achia¥amentp As a rem^t| aohool 
curricula differ in enphasia becEuea VMying degrees of predomijiance 
batweein thasa factc^s are assumed* The pwpose of the study yjbb to In- 
vaattgate the directionality of tto relationship between seir-^Qncept aM 
academic achievament * Salf*conca^ is oonfiried hmm to the eu^aiuativa 
dijsension of salf-estaam in which it is held that a person's perceptions 
.of himsalf are derived largely from the raflactad appraisal of others 
(Mead| 1934| Sullivaji, 1953 1 Cooparsmith^ 1967) • Academic achievament 
is confined here to achiavament readteg. It is ^stractiva to note 
that educators traditionally have considared achiavament in reading to 
be* the cmclaJ, criterion upon which the prediction of succeas in other 
academic areas is predicated* 

Specif icallyf th® stu^ was conducted to order to asaertaiji whether 
or not a pattarn of pradominMice exists batwaan atudant self-esteem and 
reading comprehanslon^ vocabulary, a^id spelling achievement, and to as- 
certato which condition bec^a greater prevrience. 
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Method 

The method of analysis that was utHissd to sx^j^e tim direQtion-- 
ality of the relationship between self^staem and raaddrng achiaveTOnt is 
a modification of the cross'*lagged panel teohnique (Carapbtll, 1963; 
Casrobell & Stanley, 1963i Pmlz & Andrews , 1964)» Si the traditional 
cross-flagged panel m^el| correlational data relata^ two variables at 
two pointB in time are utilisad. The corralationS| cross and lagged 
over tlme^ are compared to discern the pattern of predomjjianoe between 
the variables* Restrictions on the generii model have been identified 
independently (Yee & Gaget 1968| Rozelle A Canpbellj 1969f ^can, I969)* 
There ar^ four competing hypothesasi 

Im A is predomijiant over B congruously | 

2a A is predominant over B incongruouslyi 

3a B is predominant over A congruously^ and 

4* B is predominant over A ^congruously* 

Congruent effects of one of the two vwiables ijivolved and incongru- 
ent effects of the other are not dlfferentlEted within the original cross- 
lagged panel model (Xee 4 Gage, 19681 Rozelle & Campball, 1969). In 
addition, inferences will always be under determined by two^ave, two 
variable data (Duna^, 1969), thus restriotiJig the identification of bi- 
directionil relationships as weH as congruent and jjicongment relationships « 

Operation^ alterations (Sandell, 1971) were adopted in order to 
e^qsajid the t^tJlity of the general model* The procedures ware altered by 
talring meas\u*emf nts on both variables ttoee tlines instead of twice, so as- 
to obtain three*-wave, two variable pMiel data as opposed to the two^ave, 
two variable data wMch are utilized in the origJjial design (see figure !)• 
Congruent and incongruent directional relationships as well as bld^ectional 
relationships ia*e identifiable when procediirri alterations are adopted. 




Insert Fig\«»e 1 l^re 

Subiegti» The subject ga^ls consist ad of 286 public sGhool 
children drawn from a two-school population locatad in Lynchburg, a 
city to CentraQ. VlrglMa. During year one (1973)? subjects were fourth, 
fifth, and sixth grade students; the saiDe subjects beDama fifth, sixth, 
aid seventh grade students for year two (1974) ^d subseqt^ntly becaisa 
sixthi seventh, aM eighth grade students for yew* three (1975) of data 
collection, 

InstruiTientation, The Self--Esteam Inventoiy (Cooper smith, 1967) was 
utilized in the study to measure self-esteem. The Self-^lsteem Inventoi^ is 
a self-report quastionaij'a consisttag of fifty-eight descriptive statements 
to which studants respond "Lite Me" or "Unlike Ma" according to how each 
statement is perceived to describe personal faellngs* The four w'eas of 
self-estaem focused upon in the Self-Esteem toventoiy concaro peers, parents, 
school, md personal interests. The ffiA AchievaMnt Series (1972) » a 
miati--level edition of achievement tests for grMes four ttoough nine, 
was utilised in the study to measi^e ach^vement. Specifically, tto 
reading (congsrahension 4 vocabulaiy) md languaga arts (spelling) sub- 
scales from tto Achievement Series were used to measwa achi6vemant 
3J1 reading. 
Procedure 

The data were collected lo^itiMiJially, at three dijrferent poJjits 
in time over a three year period. The data- for yei^s one and two were 
coUectad by Lancaster (1974) to conjunction vdth the study Lqcus of 
Control and Achievement. The data for year three ware collected by Sweet 
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(1976) • Subjects were Llminletered the Gooperemith Self*«lsteem toventoiy 
1967) simultmneousljr with subscales of the ffiA Achieverant Serjas (1972) 
duriiig the ^rii^ of 19?3f 1974f and 1975. 

Independant score Triues were yielded for the Self, Soclali Home 
and Sohool subicales of the Self ^Esteem Inventory* In additioni a total 
score value, a repreiertatlve Gonposite of the subsGsle ioores, tos 
yielded. All reading achievem^t scores were in the form of grade equiv^ 
alent» Thi Wk Aohievement Series soore values that >mre utilised were 
derived from the readtag md Imiguage ajrts subsories and ^e as foUowi 
Comprehenaioni Vocabulary, Readii^ Totri, ard SpeU.ing# 

Ttw&B sets of scores were correlated by the Person Product^Moment 
coa^alation coefficients Becauee sex deferences and age distinctioM 
in the self-esteem-achievement relationsU-p were discerned (Bledsoe, 1967? 
Prtaavera, Simon & Pra^vera, 1974f Long, Henderson & zmer, 1965^ 19^^), 
these variables were considered as potentially confounding and, thus, 
became subject to statistical control* Partial correlations wre obtaijied 
by holdJjig the sex Bjnd age variables constant* The crucial relationships, 
the cross— lagged second— order correlations, were compared by testing the 
significance of the difference between them using a two-bailed test. 

These cortparisons were made in accordarwe with Sandell's (1971) 
extended model of the Canpbell and St^^ey (1963) cross-lagged correlation 
method* ^ecificaUy, tte relationships that were co^^ed ^e as f oHowi 

^^]^ and ^R^^ 

^SEj^RA^ ^d ^S^ 

^RAj^^2 

The test of Pearson and Filon (1898| Peters & ?an7oorhis, 1940, p. 185) 
was eiDployed to tMs procedure. 

lO 

o 
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Statistical analysss on ttfi cross-lagged p^ial corrilations 

imrm ^riormd ijci two stages. During st^© one, cross^orrelati^ni 

r - r \ 

.between^ are one md two >^ra coiEparad ( ^^RAg and ^^^^) in 

order to abstract a pair of co^etijig l^^poth^ses* Durii^ staf e two, 
tte cross^oiTalatlons between ye^s ore and three were conqsared 
(^^RAj and a^RAg) to order to Isolate one of the rival tOTOtheses 
within the paix that was IdentUied previously* At the sane time, it 
became possible to discern whether or not the relationship between self- 
esteem and reading achievement was miidirectional or bidirectional jji 
nature (^R^S^ and ^^^S^ were coEffpared)* 
Results 

In Tables If 2 and 3| the cross^la^ed partial correlations and 
the i ratios resid.ting from the statistical co^arisons that were made 
between themi are presented. In Table 1, tte cross-correlations between 
self-esteem dm'ing ^ar one Md readijig ach^vement durtog year two 
(^^^RAg) are given* In juxtapositioi? to these i btb the cross-correlations 
between reading achievemenb dt;M=ng ye^ one wid self-esteem durljig year 
two (^RAj^SEg)* The differences between these sets of cross-l^^ad partial 
correlations are represented by the correspondijig i ratiosi oi ,^hich ^1*960 
or higher are statistically significmt at an alpha level of #05# The 
data arrangement in Tables 2 md 3f the cross-lagged data between years 
one and three, ^id ye^s one and twOf is anriogous* " 

I* 

Insert Tables If 2 and 3 here 

After an ijispection of the data in Table 1, it was revealed that 
a consistent pattern of predominance emerged between,^ selfT^eteem 
readli^ achieverent, even ^ter tto effects of sex a^^^g^p had been 
contro3J.ed statistically. It was found diurii^ coc^arlsons between the 
O 1 1 
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• * Ta^le 1' ■ 

Cross-Ugged Partial Correl^atlon Coefficients and t Ratios 

READINQ ACHIEVEMENT 





Comprehension 


Vocabulary 


Rea 


d1ng to 


tal , ■ 


■ Spilling 


■ESTEEM 


SE^RAg 


RA|SE2 


i 


SE^RAg 


/RA^SE^ 


■ : i. ' 


SE^RAg 


mz 


t 


JE^RAg; 


RA^SEg: 




f 


^2887 


.1760 


-1.9990* 


.2097/ 


.1790 


•AW 


.2729 


.1792 


-1.7233* 


.2582 




-i;6990* 


;ial 


.1489 


,0978 


- .8366 


.1583 


.0861 


-1,0700 


..1498 


.0963 


- .0962 


.1697 


.1122 


- .8800 


V. ■ \ 


.2359 


.139'6 


-i.672T* 


.1951 / 


.1506 


-^7006 


.2187 


.1425 


-1.37^8 


.2239 


.1615 


-1,0005 ^ 


lOOl' 


.1887 


.1443 


- .6290 


.1814 


.1420 ; 


- .5351 


;i768 


.1521 


- .3540 


,2307 


.1465 


-1.1679 




.2874 


.1837 


-1.9055* 


.2357 


.1845 


" .8144 


.2722 


.1874 


-1.6281 


.2826 ' 


.1804, 


-1.7044* 


<.10 
< .05 




























' Table a , 
Crois-Ugged Partial Correlation Coifficlints and tlitios 



REAOIiiCHIEVEMEi 





f Coiprihenilon 


Vocabylary , 


Riadijig Total 


■ 'Spilling 


:lf-esteem 


1 3 1 I 


SE^HAj SE^Wg 


1 


SEiMv' ^MA?'^ 


SE^^^SE^RAg 


t 


Silf 


M jea? 2.2124* 


,lm Ml 


C1E6 
-.5/30 


M .2?2n,63eS: 


i HQ? i£30h ; 


\ i\if if Q 


Social 


.041? .1489 1.7976* 


m ,1583 


1.7109* 


,0488 .1498 jJ960* 


,0938 .1597 ■ 


1,3077 


Honie 


.1419 ,2359 iSOlB' 


.1845 J961 


,19?2 


,1558 .218? l.liai ' 


.1531 2239; 


1.0504 


School 


m ' .188? 1.QM3 


.l?a? .1814 


.Q?97' 


vl395 ,1758 .6559 

'''''' ' ' 


,1532 .2307 


1.1785 


Total 

i ' 
1 , 


,1578 .2874 2.2337* 

4 


,2304 ,2357 




m .2722 1.7142* 


.2027 .2825 


1.4144 


<^ <, -.lo 

*p< .05 















« FRir 



1 E . -V -liS 



Tsbli 3 ' : - ^ ' ; ^ 

Cross-Lagged Partial Correlation Coefficients and t Ratios ' ^ 



READING ACHIEVEMENT 





Comprthenslon 


Vocabulafy . 


Rfadlng Total 


Spetling 


-ESTEEM 


RA^SEj 


RA^SEg t 




RA^SEg t 


RA^SEg 


RA^SEg t 


RA^SEj 


RA^SEg 


, 1 




.1735 


.1760 .0506 


.1644 


.1790 .2953 


.1782 


.1792 .0203 


,1380 


.1529 


.2998 


)c1al 


.0933 


.0978 .0797 


.0707 


.0861 .2724 


.0935 


.0963 .0496 


.0580 


,1122 


.9603 : 


mB 


.0777 


.1396 1.0475 


.0465 


.1506 1.7635* 


.0691 


.1425 1.2423 


.0299, 


,1615 ' 


2.2334* 


ihool 


.2214 


.1443 -1.2564 


.2084 


.1420 -1,0796 


.2236 


.1521 -1.1663 


.2567 


• .1465 


-1.8078* 


3tal ^ 


.1842 


.1837 - .0100 


.1634 


.1845 .4207 


.1849 


.1874 .0500 


.1555 


,1804 


.4959 


< .10 

< *05 
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aro2^prr©l&tiona S^R^ and R^a^ that ^SE^R^ > ^aA^L^g* Tb±B 
di»ctipnal pattern mm eviidanaed ttoOTghouti homvmi^f a lev©! of 
Bigpi£iQBnw was reaohed for oiiy ^ appra^jaate otiar^hlJd of the 
statlrtlaal oo^^lsons that maw between tte arose^ozTalations 
Sl^H^ aM RA^^^« ^e erosa-cox^latlonal co^arispns l^i which a 
level of Hpi^lf ieanoe was reaohed btb as followi (*p^«10| *^<*05) 



Self 


BXA 
and 


Oofl^rehenBiQii 




Hoffie 


&nd 


Co^rah^nsion 


# 


^ Tot^ 


and 


OooqprehgMion 




Self 




Read^pg Tcn^al 


« 


Self 


aoid 


^eUlng 


* 


SI Total 




felling 





ThuS| stage one of^tha ai^Ayses was cosi^lated« A pair of cosseting 
t^othesee was abstracted by examining the □ross^oorralat ions bet wse^ 
years oiie and two# Baoause ^RAg id greater than EAj^SBgi aither 
salf--^steem Is pradoE^nant OTsr read aohieyemenb. dragraousS^y or 
reading aahieveroieit is predominaht wer self*^steam inooiifruouslyi more 
than tto other way aroimd (Rosalie & Cafflpbell, 1969)* , 

After an ii^aoiipn of the data in T^-a 2, it' ws raratfLed that / 

^S^R/^ is less thm^S^RA^* Kda direatiOTii pattern wm avidan 

thronghoutj howaiireri a lavel of signlfiasmoa was raached f or oifl.y an v 

^proxJjaate one-third of the stati^ioal oo^arisons that wera isada 

between the cross-corralattons a^RA^ and SSj^HAg. Tim Qross-Qor#elational 

eo^M'isons in wWeh a leval of sl^ifieinoe tos raaahad,«a as followi 

(*p < .lOi ** p < •05) 

^3E and RA 

Self Con^rehension 

Social n and CooprahaMii^n * ^ , ^ 

; Total ^ and Co^rehansion ** . 

Social and Voo^ia^ * 

Social and Reading Total * 

31 Trtal and Rea^jig Total * 



i 



8 



during stage two or the stailstieal umlysasi one of the coo^eting . 
h^otteies idazibif iad All rti^e one was isolated by examining the crosi- 
oorreiatlons batwien /yeaFs one and ttoeef and "^^^m one ai^ two* It was 
revealed ttat ^^^^ < ^SSi^J^m K^Mfore, self-esteem is predoadnant 
Oirar readiiig aohi^ement eongrttously because S^RA^ Is lesa thm SE^ 
HAg (SandaU.| im). v 

Stage two of the analyseo was oo^iiiuad order to dlrtingiilah 
between unidirBOtionallty and bldlrectlQMllty» After m tospaetlon of 
the data in Table 3. It was apparant'that RAiffl^ Is not mwkedly different 

_ - / . y ~^ - ^ ■ / _ 7 ^ - 

from ^RAaffl)^* That Is, a level of aigidf ioaneet was reaotod fOT only three 
of the twanty statist icri oo^arisona that were made belJween the eross*^ 
oowelations M^ffl^ *^ RAj^fflg* The eross-eorre^tlonal eoB^arisQns to 
which a level of slgnificMoe was reaehed are as fpllowi (*p 4. #10| 
< •05) " ^ " ^ ^ ' : . ■ ^ ^ ■ 

BxA m : 

Vocabulaiy Md 'Home * . 
felling and Home ** 

^eU-ing and Sohqrt, * 

Hie dSraotlonal pattaras of these crosB-^oK*elations are Inconaistent 
and are only three in number* Neittor of the hypotheses obneerning the 
%idirsctionality of the self '^steam-reading aohievemsnt relationship was 
substantiated satisfactorily by the ftodlngs. Thm remaining hypothesis, 
that the relationship is unldij*actionrif iwas Abstracted for consideration* 

V It was observel pravlouriy that /^M^a^ is not mark^y different 
from ^BA^S^ (sea Table 3). By raw coE^ar3^on, it was evident that the 
averaga differences between ^ffl^^ and ^^g^^ (#0666), and, ^gB|RAj 
and^ffi (-**0670) are not ysry dWfarsnt from one anotter in terms 
of roaffiitudeft At the sms time, these aTOrage dif f ererices appear to* 
be much largar than the average ^ffei^nce batiman ^KAj^^j and ^RAgpEg 
(-•0025), 19 



All oros^liiggad partlil correlation ooef f loientsi except those 
which war© co^uted from SI Total and Reading Totali wei*e converted to 
E scores wd aros3«-con'elation^ differences were calctO^ated* It was 
ascertunad through standard Independant ^ comparisons that although the 
a\farage deferences between ^S^J^ig ^R^Slgi and, ''g^RA^ and ^S^RAg 
do not differ S3^iificantly from one anotheritte aver age differances 
batwten ^S^RAg and ^RAj^Sl^, and, ^RA^S^ Bnd ^RAj^SEg do differ signif- 
icantly from om another. It was f owd also that tha average differences 
between^Sai^RAj and ^SE^RAg, and, ^R^S]^ wid ^^^^^ dlf f er signlf iaantly 



from one another* The rasiilts of student's indapandent i tests are re- 
ported to T^le 4* A eritical ratio of 1.717 or graatar is iwlicativa 
of a significMt difference at an alpha level of *05 with twanty^wo 
dagrees of freedom. ^ 

, Btisert Table 4 ha« 

nms, the differences that wra- detected between tha cross-cow^- 
lational co^arisons of ^R^Sl^ Bmd ^Rk^^ ware ^agarded as negligible 
relative to the differences that weM disclosed between the cross- 
corralatipnal comparisons of "a^RA^ amd ^RAj^OTg, and, ^S^RA^ and 
'^SI^RAg* These negl^ible (differences, therefore, were attr-ibuted to ^ 
awor, the Intervantion of an unidentified tM^ variable, or a com- 
blnatiori of these events. Because no substastJji OTidanoa was uncovared 
to support eitter of tha ijiequalit jtos *R^ffij* is lass thto ^RA^Slg or, 
HA^^^ is greater than .M^OTg, tl^ rtmaijaing e^riity was accepted, 
niat is, tha difference between ^R^aSj and.^RA^fflg ecpal ta sero. 
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. ■ . Table 4 ' 

Avirage Cross-Lagged Correlational Differences 
and t Ratios 



(SE^RAg - RA^SEg) (SE^RAg - SE^RAg) t 

.0691 .0566 1.025 

(SE^RAg - RA^SEg) (RA^SEg - RA^SEg) ti 

'.0691 .0122 2.845* 

(SE^RAg - SE^RAg) (RA^SEg - RA^SEg) t 

.0566 .0122 - 1.889* 



*p <, .05 



Table 5 

Sumnary of Interpretations of Three-Wave 
Panel Cross-Lagged Correlations, 
in the Case Where 

""SE^RAg > '"RA^SEg, ''sE^rX3< ''SE^RAg, 



and /"RA^SEg = 


' ^'RA^ SEg 


(^RA^SEg - ""RA^SEg) 


(•"SE^RAg - '"SE^RAg) 


< 0 




Congruous 


^ 0 • 


unidirectional 
SE+ RA + 
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Staga two of the statistic^ aniayses was commenaed by deriving 
the conclusion t^at ^RA^^^ equal to ^RAj^S^. Bacause ^^^M^ ia 
gMater than ^R^aEgt wd, **S^^^ is leas than ^S^RAg, a congruoua 
'Midirectionri relationehip was indicated by the acceptance that ^RA^^^ 
is equal to ^M^^^^ (Sande3J.| 1971) • sumaiy of fijidings and inter* 
pratations is depioted in Table 5» 



Insert Table 5 here 

DiscusgjQn ' 

Within the constratats of tha cross— lagged panal thaoratical model 
that was utilized Iji this stud^p the . conclusion was derived that what- 
ever causation may exist between self-esteem eurid readljig achievement is 
in the dljfaction of self-esteem innuencing reading achievement i and not 
in the direction of reading achievemant tofluencii^ self-esteem. 

With respect to the individual patterns of predominance that emerged 
between^ self-a steam and raadinf. achievement | a final but deiajjitini; con^ 
elusion was derived. The differences betTOen all of the cross-correlations 
of self-esteem siibacales with reading, achievement subscales wero 
have occ^ured iji a directlenally oonslstent modto. Clearly, all of the self 
esteem si^scales appeared to approach a state of predominance with tjie 
reading achiavament s^scalas whan con^arisons wi$re made between SBj^k^ - 
and ^HJ^ffl^, Md| ^^RA^ and ^S^R^, The oiay CTOs^owelations, how-' 
aver, in which a level of significance was reacl^d during coD^arisons be*- 
tween ^S^RAg and ^RA^Slg, and, ^S^R^ and ^^RA^ ware those between the 
Self and 51 Total subscales of the Self-lsteem toventory md the Heading 
Co^rehenslon subscale of the AchiOTament Series. 



22 



11 

A ^alifyijii conelueion was drawni thsreforeg ifri.th respaot to the 
pattern of predorainwias that wai foynd is s^tlst between self«-esteem and 
reading aehievement. ^scifiaalJ.yi a pi^;»tera of pradominanoe was found 
to axirt between lelf-esteem and reading oo^rehension. It was concluded 
that whatever cauiatlon may exiit between self-asteem ayad reading compre*^ 
hension is In the direotion of self-esteem influenoing readir^ oo^rehensloni 
and not to the direotion of reding co^reheniion tofluenoing self-esteem. 
No pattern of predomjjiance was dieelosed sijigid-arly between self-esteem 
and voDabulary aohieveraent# No pattern of predominance was revealed 
sto^ilarly between self-esteem bi^ spelling achievement* 

These ftodings arm oontrary to those of Calsyn (1973) wherein It 
was determined that grade-^olnt average is predomijiant over academic self- 
concept* According to conventional measurement p academic self-concept 
is a dii^nsion of self-evaluatiori which is reotricted to feelings of com- 
. petence specific to the realm of academic achievement. Calsyn found also 
that no pattern of predomijiance exists between general self-concept and 
grade-potet average. This later result may be more pertinent to the present 
study because general self-concept enco^asses tl^ evaluative conponent of 
self-esteem, for puiposes of comparison, general self-concept may be 
considered Mriogous to selt-esteem. Two*wave, two*^M*iable data ware, u- 
tilised in the Calsyn (1973) study, whereas, three-wave, twQ-\rariable data 
were utilised in this study, Duncan (1969) noted that inferences wm always 
be uriderdeteraJjied by two-wave, two-variable data. 

This study was viewed as occupying an Intennedi^y position between, 
the standard correlational ^ the e^erlmental type of resewch. A direction 
for future e^erirontri iwestigations was identified. It was recommeded 
that because self-esteem was f mind to be predominant aver reading coD^rehen- 
sion achievement congruously and imidlrectionally, experimental research of 



, ■ ■ / / ■ • 12 , 

an 'extended loogitudljial nature ehguld be Gonducted wherein self-esteeni 
ii treated ai tte indepandent variable, bM achievefflent is treated ai the 
dependent varigtole. 

Iducational implications became evident. It wai iMerred from the . 
facings of the study that the attauiment of a satisfactory level of self- 
esteem is prerequisite I perhaps, to aohievement in reading comprehension. 
It was Indicated that increases in the level of self-esteem are foUo^^d 
by ijiereases in reading comprehension aGhievement. Conversely, it was 
indicated that decreases iji the level of self-esteem w*e followed by da- 
creases in reading coraprehension achievement * 

That increases aid decreases in reading cor^rehension achievement 
are affected possibly by increases iaid decreases in the level of self- 
esteem betfs dajrect relevance to Ijistructionii practices. The ^raplication 
was derived that an, atmosphere. ^ich is condunive'to self-esteem enhwtice- 
ment should be incorpprated into the environment wherein^ learjiing. is to 
occi^. 1x1 sum, the student who has developed feeliiigs, of self-nforth is 
amenable to reading instruction. Strategies in which self-esteem is en- 
hanced directly by engaging the student as an active participwt in the 
learnJjig process appeared to be desirable. 
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